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PETITIONS to the KLNG 
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PUBLICK MATTERS 


See Moores Reports, Page 75 5 2 WO - 
Crooks Reports, Page 37, $2 J4c0%1. 


With a Clauſe of A late ACT of PARLIAMENT concerning the ſame Subject. 


EB.13. 2. Jac. In the Star-Chamber all the Juſtices of England were aſſembled with many of the 
Nobility, viz. The Lord Ell:ſmore, Lord Chancellor the Earl of Dorſet, Lord Treaſurer, the Lord Viſ- 
count Cranborn, Principal Secretary z The Earl of Nottingham, Lord Admiral, The Earls of Northums- 
berland, Worceſter, Devon, and Northampton, The Lords Zonch, B:erleigh and Knolls ; The Chancellor 
of the Datchy. The Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, The Bilhop. of London, Popham Chief Juſtice , Br»:e 

Maſter of the Rolls, Anderſon, Gawdy, Walmeſly, Fenner, Kingſmi', Warberton, $ vile, Daniel Y-'wor® 
and Snig, And there the Chanccllor of England by the Kings Command, after he had made a long Speech Ce 
cerning the Juſtices of Peace, and an exhorcation to the Juſtices of Afſize, and a diſcourſe of Papiſts and Puritans, 
declaring that they were both diſturbers of the State, and that theKing intended to ſuppreſs them, and to have the 
Laws put in exccution againſt them, demanded of the Judges their reſolution of three things, 

Whereot one was. , 

If it were an offence puniſhable, and what puniſhment is due by the Law, to thoſe who frame Petitions and Col 
le& multitudes of hands thereto to prefer to the King in publick Cauſes, as the Puritans have dons; with intimati- 
on to the King, that if he denies their Suit, that many thouſands of kis Subjects would be diſcontented ? 

To which ail the Juſtices anſwered, that this was an offence tinable by diſcretion, and very near to Treaſon and 
Felony in deſert of puniſhment ; For this tends to raiſe Sedition, Rebellion, and Diſcontent, among the People. 
To which Reſolution all the Lords agreed. And then many of the Lords declared, that ſome of the Puritars 
had raiſed a falſe rumour of the King, that he intended to grant a Toleration to Papiſts, the which offence ſcem- 
c4 to the Juſtices grievouſly tinable by the Rules of Common Law, in the Kings Beneh, or by the King and his 
Council, or now lincethe Statute of 3 H. 7. in the Star-Chamber. And the Lords each by themſelves publick- 
ly declared, that the King was Diſcontented with this talſe Rumour 3 And the day before had made a Proteſtation 
unto them, that he never intended it 3 and that he would looſe the laſt drop of Blood: in his Body before he would 
doit. And that he Praycd to God, that before his Iſſue ſhould maintain any other Religion then this that himſelf 
maintains, that he would take them out of the World. 

Anno X L111. Caroli IT. Regis, 
In an At Entituled, An Ad againſt Tumults and diſorders, upon pretence of preparing or pteſenting publick 
Petitions, or other Addreſles, to His Majeliy, or the Parliament. 
(ad experience, hat T'ommltnone nd oth ——_ 
Ycreas it hath beenfound by lad erp fl And diſo2derlp colliciting, a p 

VV Bnweby pitvate perſons to Petitions. Complatits Remonſtronces and Declarations andothor ang ann ing. 

Ling 02to both, or either Youſes of Paritament, foz Alteration of natters eſtabliſhed by Law, redreſs of pretended 

grievances in Tharch or State, oz oiter publike Concernments, havs been mane uſe ofto ſerve the ends of fagions 


| and Sedftious pcrſons gotten into power, to tte violation of the pnblick peace, and bave been a 


| means of tho 
late inhappy wzrrs, Confaſtoas, 7nd Calzmities in this Nation ; foz preventing the like miſchief fo2 the future - 

_ FeitEnaced, ec- That rem np ſhallfzom and after the firſt of Auguii, —_ Sellicite, 
labour 03 p2ocure the getting of hands, or other confent of any perſons above the number of 20, oz moze, t» any 
Petition, Complaint, Kemonffranre, Declaration, 02other Addreſs to the King, 03 both, oz either of Par- 
l{amentf, fo2 alteration of Patters eſtabliſhed by Law in Church 0z State, unleſsthe matter thereof have been firs 
conſented unto, and o2dersd bp three oz moze Juſtices of that County, oz by the Wajoz part of the Gzand Jurv of ths 
C ounty, 02 Ditiſiuon of;he County, wtere the ſame matter ſhall arife at their publite AMzee, o2 Gereral Nuzrter 
Seſſions, 02 if eriſing in London, bptte L.o2d Pajo!, Aldermen, and Commons, in Common Councel aſlembley; 
And tia: no perfon 02 perſons whatſoever (ball to bis Pajeflp, 02beth ozeither of the Houſes of Parliament, nP- 
bn pretcnceof preſenting o: deliveringany Petition, Complaint, Remonſtrance, 02 Decloraiion, oz other Addrefes 
accompajnev wictherceſſive number of xeople, ro! atany onetime with above the number of tn perſong, uronp. © of 
incurring a xeralty, not exceeding the ſum of !00 pounds fan0neps and three Woacths Jmpri oament without Bel 
02 (ainpzize oz everp offence, which offence tobe pzoſecuted , #c, See che At ar Large. 

Anno XIII. Carol: Il. 
In an At Entituled, An Act for ſafety and Preſervation of His Majcſtics Perſon and Government, agiiaſt 
Treaſonable and Scditious Practices and Attempts. 
Th:re is this Clauſe. , 
?E itenacted 4c. That ifany perſon 02 perſons whatſeever ofſter the 24 day cf June 166r, during His 
F Life, (ball malifiouſlp, ano adviſedly publiſh o: affirme the King tove an Yeretique o2 a Papiſt, 0 2 that Nm nn 


onr3 to inroduce Poyery; 02 hall malitiouſly and advilſedlp,vy writing, P2tnting, Preaching oz oth:r ſpeakin 
1 publiſh, utter 02 delczre any wo2ds, ſentences, 03 other thing 02 things, to incite 02 ſtir up the ner rr o —_ 


1 like of the Perſon «f his Wajeſty, 02 the eſtabliſhed Government, then every ſach perſon and perſons being thereof 


1 tegally convicted, ball be diſabled to havo oz enjoy, andts hereby diſabled, and made trcapable of having, 
Se ng ene that of bio{oeerage, ard ſhall fikewiſe be lyail to och foottor ang bent 
2) Cturcho: © tate, ; | : ah ny nets 

2 by th: Common Laws 0 Statutes of this Realm may betnflicted inſcch caſes, 4, See the — & 


ical, Civil, oz Plitarp, oz anp other implopment tn 
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